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Habits  of  industry  wore  thus  formed,  and  that  degree  of  skill 
acquired,  which  has  enabled  many  of  the  orphans,  on  leaving  school 
at  sixteen  years  of  age,  to  secure  good  positions. 

The  system  of  making  work-details  being  observed,  no  child  has- 
been  robbed  of  his  or  her  opportunities  for  study.  A  full  and 
experienced  corps  of  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  the  school 
properly  graded  according  to  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils.  All  the 
common  and  higher  English  branches  have  been  thoroughly  taught, 
and  occasionally  lessons  in  the  ancient  languages  have  been  imparted. 
Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  those  desiring  to  become  teach¬ 
ers,  and  many  are  offered  schools  immediately  after  leaving  the 
orphan  school,  and  have  proved  themselves  competent.  Five,  accept¬ 
ing  the  gratuity  of  the  State,  have  received  a  normal  school  training; 
and  permission  has  been  granted  by  the  State  Superintendent  to 
several  others  who  will  soon  accept  of  the  privilege  so  generously 
provided.  Quite  a  number  have  remained  at  the  school  after  becom¬ 
ing  sixteen,  being  supported  by  friends  or  by  their  own  labor,  while 
others  fyave  continued  their  studies  at  other  institutions  than  the 
normal  schools.  Vocal  music  has  not  been  neglected,  there  being 
daily  practice,  and  weekly  instruction  in  the  art  of  reading  music. 
Lessons  are  also  given,  to  those  who  desire  it,  in  instrumental  music. 

Drill  in  military  tactics  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  been  required 
daily  when  the  weather  was  favorable  —  company  movements  being 
understood  by  the  boys. 

Religious  observances  and  instruction  have  formed  an  interesting 
feature  of  the  school  since  its  origin.  The  pupils  have,  at  all  periods 
of  its  history,  been  required  to  repair  to  the  main  school-room  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  at  seven  in  the  evening  for  devo¬ 
tional  exercises,  which  have  often  been  interspersed  with  short  lec¬ 
tures  on  manners  and  morals.  Religious  services  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  school  alternately  by  ministers  of  the  various  religious 
denominations  residing  in  the  vicinity.  On  Sundays,  all  the  pupils 
have  regularly  attended  Sunday-school,  which  is  conducted  by  the 
Principal,  assisted  by  the  teachers  and  various  employees. 

From  1871  to  1874  the  boarding  department  was  conducted  sepa¬ 
rately  by  Mr.  Chas.  S.  Hallstead.  This  was  transferred,  at  the  latter 
date,  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Seamans,  who  still  boards  the  school. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  school  has  always  been  excellent. 
During  the  year  1871,  however,  typhoid  fever  prevailing  in  the 
vicinity,  the  orphans  did  not  escape  the  epidemic.  Five  cases  proved 
fatal.  Besides  these  there  has  been  one  sudden  death,  one  from 


